MEDICAL DIPLOMA ROBES

These are largely from Smith, and may have changed/been added to/whatever. A few have already appeared in the ‘Miscellaneous Documents’ file. There may well have been developments since, including revision of the schemes here given, and invention of robes for colleges seen as not prescribing them at the time. 

© NWGroves 2000

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

The gown is of the same shape as the Cambridge MB, in black [b3]. The cord and button on the sleeves are crimson in all cases. There are no hoods.

FRCS: faced 6” and the whole of the yoke covered in crimson silk. 

MRCS: faced 2” and the bottom 2” of the yoke covered with crimson silk. 

FFA,RCS: the facings 4½”  wide, 1½” crimson, 1½” black,  1½” crimson. The bottom and sides of the yoke bordered 1½” crimson. [Fellow in the Faculty of Anæsthetists]

FDS,RCS: the 5” facings have 3” of crimson silk down the middle, and are edged with crimson cord on both edges. [Fellow in Dental Surgery]

LDS,RCS: the facings are edged on both edges with crimson cord. 

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS, EDINBURGH

FRCPE: a black gown of London BA shape [b4], with crimson velvet facings.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, EDINBURGH

A dark blue gown of London BA shape, but the with sleeve-points rounded (as Reading BA) [b4]. The sleeve pleats are 5” wide, held in all cases by one cord and button.

FRCSE: the facings pale blue with two white ‘frogs’ at breast level on each side; the yoke covered in pale blue; the sleeve cords and buttons white. 

LRCSE: the facings covered pale blue; the sleeve cords and buttons white.

FDS,RCSE: as FRCSE, but the frogs and sleeve cords and buttons all red.

LDS,RCSE: the sleeve cords and buttons light blue. 

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS & SURGEONS, GLASGOW

The gown is of the Belfast BA shape in black [b9], but with three cords and buttons on each sleeve. It has a flap collar of black velvet, 7½” deep, with over it a semi-circular yellow silk collar, 4” deep.

FRCP(Glas); FRCS(Glas); MRCP(Glas); MRCS(Glas) [formerly FRCPSG and MRCPSG]:

the facings are 9” wide, of black velvet, with 3” yellow silk on the inner edge ,and a yellow cord on the outer.  

LRCPS(Glas): the facings are 4” wide, of yellow silk.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF OBSTERICIANS & GYNÆCOLOGISTS

The gown is a London BA gown in black [b4], but with 3 silver cords and blue buttons on each sleeve. All yokes are blue. 

FRCOG: faced 4” blue silk, with 1” silver lace along the outer edge. 

MRCOG: faced 1½” blue silk, and ½” silver lace.

DRCOG: no facings, but a ‘flash’, at breast level, 4” deep, 2” blue silk and ½” silver lace. 

WORSHIPFUL SOCIETY OF APOTHECARIES, LONDON

LMSSA [Licence in Medicine & Surgery]: a dark blue gown of Oxford BA pattern [b1], the facings covered and the edges of the sleeves bound with old gold. 

Master in Midwifery: a dark blue gown of CNAA MA pattern [m10]. The facings are covered with budge (lamb’s wool fur), and there are three 1” rows of budge on each sleeve: one over the armhole, one 6” from the base of the sleeve, and one 6” above that. There is an épitoge, divided vertically, of dark blue and budge, which is worn backwards – i.e. with the narrow part down the back. [not awarded since c 1940]

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS IN IRELAND

FRCPI: a black gown of Oxford dress pattern [d2], with facings and sleeves of czar purple.

MRCPI: a black gown of Dublin MA pattern [m3], faced czar purple.

LRCPI: a black gown of Dublin BA pattern, faced czar purple.

All have yokes covered with czar purple. 

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN IRELAND

FRCSI: a black gown of Dublin MA pattern [m3] faced with St Patrick’s blue.

LRCSI: a black gown of Dublin BA pattern, the facings bound 1” St Patrick’s blue on the outer edge. 

FFA,RCSI: as FRCSI, but faced Celtic blue.

FDS,RCSI: as FRSCI, but faced emerald green.

FFN,RCSI: as FRCSI, but faced ivory.

I am not sure about these:

FACULTY OF RADIOLOGISTS

FFR: a black gown of CNAA MA pattern [m10], with a flap collar, and inverted-T armhole. The facings and collar are covered with blue. 

SOCIETY OF RADIOGRAPHERS

DipSR: a black hood of simple shape [s1], lined white, bordered blue and gold. Gown: ??

My records shew the following as having no robes:

Royal College of Physicians (FRCP, MRCP)

College of Pathologists (FRCPath)

College of General Practioners. (MRCGP, FRCGP)

but they may have them now!

